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At Karkut, which is a strong city, it is usual to rest a day
or two and replenish your panniers; that is, you must lay in
provisions for four days at least, which is the time you will
spend in going to Mousul, as mentioned above. As for wine
you must take care to supply yourself at Busserah, and that
for a month or more. At Bagdad you may probably replenish
your store as well as at Karkut; and at Mousul you must
purchase provisions of all kinds for six days; as also at Cajenisar
[Khoja Hissar, see p. 124] or Mardin for Orfa, that is, for six
or eight days; and afterwards at that place for Aleppo, which
is five days more; and among the Christians you will always
meet with wine or brandy.
The place where you are most likely to be detained is
Mousul, because you must either wait for a caravan, or hire
a convoy; which last you may do at four rupees a man. If you
will listen to them, they will tell you that it will be unsafe to
travel without twenty or thirty of these people for a guard;
but I am persuaded there is no such danger of robbers as they
pretend. However, there are caravans which set out from
this place once in every ten or fourteen days, unless in the
depth of winter, and they take a convoy, the money to pay
which is levied by the caravan Bashi upon all the people of
the caravan, generally in proportion to the goods which each
person carries with him, but sometimes according to the
number of beasts, and your share will consequently be but a
trifle. But it must be remembered that in these parts of the
world they look upon all Europeans to be as rich as Croesus, and
every one will be ready to impose upon you if you will let them.
The usual time of travelling from IMousul to Madan or
Mardin is eight days, and from Mardin to Orfa seven days.
The first six days of the journey is over a desert almost with-
out inhabitants, and therefore your fare will be good or bad
according to the quality of the provisions you brought with
you, and three days after you leave the Tigris the water begins
to be brackish, and therefore it behoves you to take care to
supply yourself with that which is good in time. When we
were in those parts our servant either drank or spilt our good
water, and filled our leather bottles with the bad, which